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Safer Cigarettes — "by Alton Blakeslee — Associated Press Science Writer 

Louisville, Ky., March 29 (AP) — "Safer" cigarettes may already be on 
the market, and a cancer researcher says he hopes to learn if they really 
are safer. „■ •' •••;•/. v -. v • ■* 

These safer smokes may be those containing only one-fourth the nicotine 
and one-half the tar content of standard non-filter cigarettes, said 
Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond, director of statistical research for the American 
. Cancer Society (ACS). . ,• - -. •. ■ ;-v . 4 / ... ... : 

A vast, six-year study of more than one million Americans, now under way 
by the ACS, examining many health factors and habits may show whether 
those who switched to the "safer" cigarettes actually live longer. 

Dr. Hammond told a seminar for science writers. 

Dr. Hammond is one who is convinced cigarette smoking is "the principal 
cause" of lung cancer now. 

Despite all recent warnings, cigarette sales are at a new high, but 
perhaps the warning hasn't fallen on deaf ears because sales of filter¬ 
tipped and low-lar, low-nicotine cigarettes have increased tremendously. 

Dr. Hammond said "it appears the majority of Americans want to smoke, 
but they want to do so without r unni ng the risk of lung cancer or any 
of the other diseases associated with cigarette smoking." 

Safer cigarettes would at least reduce the dangers he’s worried about, 
scientists said. 

Dr. Hammond declared cigarette manufacturers should be "required to 
make known the tar and nicotine content of their brand." 

He said that "having a high regard for individual freedom, I would be 
opposed to the prohibition of cigarettes even if it would work." 

Dr. Oscar Auerbach, a pathologist who has made a special study of lung 
tissues, declared "I have never seen a man who died of squamous or oat 
cell cancer of the lung — nor has anyone else shown me a case of this 
kind — in the last 3^ years who was not a smoker. 

Squamous and oat cell types of cancer account for the majority of lung 
cancers, said Dr. Auerbach, of the Veterans Administration, East Orange, 
N.J. 


Dr. Michael B. Shimkin of the National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, Md., 
declared studies pointing to the cigarette smoking as a cause of lung 
cancer amounted to a "breakthrough" in knowledge. > . 

He said the elimination of the cigarette habit would reduce the in¬ 
cidence of lung cancer by 60 per cent, saving some 20,000 deaths from 
lung cancer per year." ...Y ^ 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/thcmOOOO 
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